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NEXT WGS MEMBERSHIP MEETING & PROGRAM
Monday, November 13, 2018
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church Hall
(Downstairs, Enter at back of building)
1212 South 117th Street (Just North of Greenfield Ave):
West Allis, Wisconsin

7:00: Presentation followed by our Business meeting as usual. See below.
Upcoming WGS Contests (Prizes provided by Christopher Nohl and Shannon Graewin)
November Meeting:
1. Three items (rocks, minerals, gems, or fossils) that all have something in common (could be
from the same place, have the same color, all be self-collected, same properties etc)
To enter, simply bring the items and fill out a card or piece of paper with each of the item’s name
and locality. On the back of the card, place your name and what they have in common so that we
can’t see whose pieces they are and that we can guess what they have in common. Judging based on
interest, enjoyment, and creativity
December Meeting and Potluck:
2. An artistic or beautiful piece (rock, mineral, gem, fossil, or jewelry) which has an artistic
component to it (eg naturally sculptural, worked by you into a gemstone or item, beautiful
phenomenon etc)
3. An item that looks like something else (naturally resembles a food item, has a face on it etc)
To enter these, simple fill out a card or paper with the item’s name and locality. Please also state
why it is beautiful or artistic (for #2) or what it is resembling (for #3). Please put your name on the
back.
4. A show and tell about an item (rock, mineral, gem, fossil, or jewelry) that is special to you or
has a fantastic (but TRUE!) story related to it
To enter, bring the item and prepare a couple minute talk about what the item is and why it is special
or its story. You may use or bring pictures or other aids / props to help tell your story
Any questions you can contact me Shannon Graewin
(414) 335-1862 or email sjgraewin@gmail.com
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WGS Minutes, October 8, 2018
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church Hall
Presentation: Mike Macali’s Canada Trip.
The business meeting was called to order at 8:13PM by our Vice President, Pierre Couture.
The minutes of the September meeting were printed in The Trilobite. Shannon made a motion to accept the minutes as published. Another member seconded. The motion was approved.
New Memberships: none
Guests: none
Christopher Nohl is in the process of switching our accounts over to another bank, so there was no
report. We will be discontinuing the safe deposit box. Remember your membership dues are due in
November.
Committee Reports:
Show: no report
Newsletter: no report
Mineral & Fossil Study Groups:
Mineral study group will be 6PM the night of our next meeting.
Junior Rockhounds: No Report.
Field Trip:
Maribel Caves are fully accessible. The cave was filled with glacial debris, and it is slowly
being excavated. If you are interested in going, contact Pierre Couture.
Sunshine: No report.
Unfinished Business:
Pierre Couture attended the Midwest Federation Show as a delegate over the last weekend. The Midwest Federation is looking for donations to the Scholarship and Endowment funds.
Shannon came up with possible contest categories. Some of her suggestions included: Three things
that have something in common, opposites attract, ugliest specimen, artistic item, photography contest, show and tell, travel/field trip adventure. For November we plan to do three things that have
something in common. For December we plan to do a rock that looks like something else, and a beautiful/artistic rock, and a story with the annual potluck.
New Business:
Website: Our website host may be discontinued. We are hoping to have the site to be hosted elsewhere. We are looking into having have officer dedicated to Information Technology. It is now
searchable by Google.
John Eyre suggested doing a calendar with beautiful rock specimens.
Continued on next page….
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Announcements:
Pierre Couture is planning on doing a presentation on the Maribel Caves.
Crysalis Gallery Night will be on October 19-20.
Door Prizes: There was no door prize drawing.
Adjournment: Jody Rymaszewski made a motion to adjourn. Several members seconded. The motion
was approved. The meeting adjourned at 9:18PM.
Barbara Brown, WGS Secretary

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
The Midwest Federation website has an extensive calendar of shows and activities throughout the
Midwest. http://www.amfed.org/mwf/Calendar/calendar.html
An extensive list on mineral shows is also at: http://www.the-vug.com/vug/vugshows.html
Oct. 20,21 2018: Chicago Heights IL; South Suburban Earth Science Club
Prairie State College, Prairie Center Gym, 202 S. Halsted St.
Saturday & Sunday 10-5
Jan Podbielski, ssescus@yahoo.com | (708) 625-5876
Nov. 3-4 2018: Sturtevant, WI: Racine Geological Society Show
Fountain Hall, 8505 Durand Ave. (Highway 11)
Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10-4
Nov. 17-18 2018: Madison WI: Madison Gem & Mineral Club Annual Show
Alliant Energy Center of Dane County, 1919 Alliant Energy Way
Saturday 9:30-5, Sunday 10-5

The United Nations Proclaims 2019 the International Year of the Periodic Table of Chemical
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W G S STUDY GROUPS

WGS LAPIDARY STUDY GROUP
The lapidary study group will look at slabs or
pieces of chalcedony. Here are some varieties of
chalcedony including: chrysoprase, carnelian,
bloodstone, agate, jasper, fire agate, onyx and
sardonyx. These kinds will be shown on Tuesday, November 13th, during noon lunch break in
the craft room at McGovern Park Senior Center,
4500 West Custer Avenue, Milwaukee.

WGS MINERAL STUDY GROUP
AND
FOSSIL STUDY GROUP
The Mineral Study Group and the Fossil Study
Group will hold combined meetings on the third
Thursday of the month at Lloyd Brown’s House.
2446 North 69th Street, Milwaukee, WI 53213
1:00 pm

2019 Show

Ed Fyrnys 414-453-3456

Junior Rockhound meetings are on hold and
are no longer being held during monthly Wisconsin Geological Society meetings. We are in the
process of having a monthly Saturday afternoon
meeting. No more information is available at the
present time. All of this is in the planning and
scheduling stage.

Our 2019 Show will again be held at
Hart Park the weekend after Mother’s
day. May 18 and 19.
Setup will be after 10:30 on Friday May 17th.
Paul Schmidt—Show Chairman
pvs@wi.rr.com 414-771-8668

Remember: If you want your copy of the Trilobite sent to you by E-Mail, send me a
note at pvs@wi.rr.com. You will get the newsletter several days earlier, and the pictures will be in color. Paul Schmidt– Editor

WGS Members, Please Note:
Your Membership Dues are renewed in November.
$15.00 Single Membership, $20.00 Family Membership
Please remember to send your check to Club Treasurer Christopher
Nohl, 3240 N. Summit Ave , Milwaukee 53211
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Yooperliltes Found
From the Sept. 2018 Rock Tablet (newsletter of the Neville Museum Geology Club)
By Erik Rintamaki Great Lakes Rocks and Minerals
I have been fielding tons of questions about Yooperlites. For anyone wondering what they are, here it
goes. Yooperlites are Syenites rich in fluorescent Sodalite discovered by me in 2017 and published in
May 2018. They are long wave UV 365 reactive. They are found along the beaches of Lake Superior
in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. Yooperlites are a great lapidary material as well.
Check out my Facebook page “Yooperlites” for more info
The following is from the Great Lakes Rocks & Minerals group on facebook
Erik Rintamaki was searching for rocks on a Michigan beach last summer when he made what he
calls a "mind blowing" discovery. Resting among the thousands of pebbles covering the Lake Superior beach, Rintamaki saw a glowing rock.
The gem and mineral dealer told CBS News he often goes rock hunting. But on this particular June
night, he found a rock unlike any other — a florescent orb that he later named "Yooperlite." Like lava
glowing through cracks in the earth, a glowing light seeped out of the lines in the small rock.
Rintamaki knew this couldn't be the only Yooperlite out there, but he couldn't find any information
about glowing rocks online. He knows many people in the gem and mineral field, but everyone he
asked had no clue what these mysterious rocks were.
Rinktamaki went back to the beach night after night, carrying a black light which helped illuminated
the glowing rocks. "I was blown away," he said. "It's insane how many are on the beaches up here."
He started collecting Yooperlites by the bagful and sold them online. Michigan State University messaged Rinktamaki with an interest in buying some of the rocks to study.
Michigan State, along with the University of Saskatewan, researched the Yooperlites for months. The
universities determined that Rintamaki did, indeed, discover a new type of rock. He says other people
may have spotted these gems before, but he was the first person to get Yooperlites verified.
Testing completed at Michigan Tech University confirmed the presence of sodium, aluminum, silicon, chlorine and oxygen, but no structural sulfur, which likely results in the fluorescent properties of the mineral, according to Kevin Cole, associate professor of geology at Grand Valley State
University.
Rintamaki said Michigan State gave the rocks a scientific name: syenite clasts containing fluorescent
sodalite. The name he gave them — Yooperlites — comes from the nickname "Yoopers," which refers to people who live in Michigan's Upper Peninsula, according to Mineral News, a newsletter for
mineral collectors.
Next page..
Pictures of Yooperlite taken from the Great Lakes Rocks & Minerals group on facebook
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Yooperliet carving in regular light and in UV
light.
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Invitation From:
Rock River Valley Geological Society
Sharon Schweitzer, RRVGS Secretary
Hello Everyone,
Here is a Special Rockhounding Notice: Fluorescent rocks
Barry Bickle is willing to give guided night hunts for Fluorescent rocks at the quarry. He
and a couple of members have found some great picking this month on a newer pile of
rock being used for road construction. If you are interested, you must contact Barry at
608-774-5611 and let him know when you could go. Then he can set a date. The hunts
would start at seven and go until eleven. You would be free to leave earlier. He's available almost any night, so call Barry -608-774-5611. He says hunting in the rain is the best.
Again this is for club members and members of invited clubs with insurance coverage.
Please respect this special hunt offer Barry has acquired from the quarry owners.
The last scheduled 2018 RRVGS Quarry Trip will be Saturday, October 27th. See
our reminder or informational letter below.
This is our regular quarry letter for new members and for all a review and a reminder to
observe the collectors code of conduct of respect and appreciation of this opportunity. If
you have any questions, please respond to me at this email address(rwses@idcnet.com)
or my cell 920-650-7110.
Remember this is for club members and members of invited clubs and not open to all
"collectors".
Use the directions below for the quarry so you do not go to the office address.
Those clubs without insurance please remind any members new to the quarry trips that
they need to join RRVGS club for insurance coverage.
It is always great to see everyone and your special "finds".

You are invited to attend the RRVGS, Saturday, Oct 27, 2018 Quarry
Trip. Hope you can come and enjoy a few hours rock hounding.
We consider it a privilege to collect at the Silha Quarry and feel cooperation is a must.
There is a firm understanding that we go to the quarry as a club on a scheduled date and
time. We respect the owners and their business at all times.
Continued on next page….
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Please note paragraph five.
Rock River Valley Geological Society will go to the Silha Quarry, Oct 27, 2018. The
following information is a reminder for returning “rockhounds” and a welcome to new
comers.
Arrangements have been made for this privilege to visit Silha Quarry from 10 am to 2
pm. Bring a snack or sandwich and water to keep your energy up to find all those
"keepers".
You don't need to climb or walk far because we are collecting from piles of rock. Climbing on the piles is optional for the able bodied. A three foot long tool or rake will bring the
desired rock down to you. We do not climb or go near the quarry wall or on equipment. Those areas are off limits.
We continue our collection of a thank you gift in appreciation of being allowed to collect
at the quarry. The gift is for the educational/scholarship fund. The purpose of the fund is to
pass along Silha's gracious gift of allowing “rock hounding” at their Quarry.
You will be greeted at the gate by Barry or another club member. You will be asked
to sign in and state that you understand we collect from the piles NOT BY OR NEAR
THE WALLS of the quarry. IF YOU ARE SEEN NEAR OR AT THE WALLS YOU
WILL BE ASK TO LEAVE IMMEDIATELY.
For additional information call Sharon at 920-674-2544/920-650-7110, or reply to this
email(rwses@idcnet.com).
Directions to Silha Quarry--east of Janesville, WI From the north, take I-90 around Janesville to the east and south and exit at Hwy 14/11,
Exit # 175. (Take the first turnoff) Go east on Hwy14/11 towards Delavan, after a mile,
turn right (south)onto County J/Wright Rd. (When traveling east watch carefully, it's the
first road past the lights for the Hospital entrance.)
Heading south, continue across county road “O” and the railroad tracks next to the quarry
entrance road. Go about 100 feet after the “O” stop sign and turn right on the blacktop/
gravel road to the quarry. Barry or another RRVGS member will meet you at or near the
the gate.
If you are coming from another direction, find your way to the Hwy 11/14 (Delavan drive)
and Co Hwy J intersection and go south on County Hwy J. Continue across road”O” and
the railroad tracks next to the quarry road. Continue as stated in the above paragraph.
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Bench Tips by Brad
SPOT SANDING BRUSH
Sometimes you have a little discoloration or debris to clean from
the bottom of a pocket, from an area of coarse textured surface,
or from a small space between two soldered objects. Finding
something to get into those close areas is always an effort in creativity.
One tool I have for these special occasions is a glass fiber spot
sanding brush. It's great for cleaning a small area and doesn't
leave deep scratches, only a faint satin finish.

There are probably several manufacturers of these pens, but one is the PrepPen Adjustable Sanding
Pen selling for US$ 10.95 from Amazon. You can see it at
http://www.amazon.com/Prep-Pen-PrepPen-Adjustable-Sanding/dp/B000J18RT6/

SETTING A RIVET
Riveting is usually done with a cross peen hammer, but I've
found it's a lot easier for me to hit the rivet wire when using a
small ball peen - and the smaller the better. Shown here is one
I typically use. It’s about 3/8 inch diameter on the back of a
chasing hammer, but I’ve been thinking that a 3/16 inch ball
might be even better. Look for a yard sale hammer you can
modify to work.

SHEET WAX WITH ADHESIVE
While shopping in the Los Angeles jewelry district for supplies for our class, I found a new product
that may interest some of you. Often before casting, I want to increase the thickness of a model by
adding a layer of wax on the back side. For instance, models like a leaf or a flower petal do not cast
well unless you add a little extra thickness. The problem is trying to apply a coating of wax that's
smooth and even.
The new product I found is an easily moldable sheet wax with an adhesive coating. This lets me easily add thickness to a very thin model. With a leaf, just press it onto the wax, trim excess wax
around the outer edges, and then gently bend the sandwich to the contour you would like. The wax
is available in a number of different thicknesses from about 26 ga to 14 ga.
If interested, my supplier is
Jewelry Tools & Supplies
412 W. 6th Street #1011, Los Angeles, CA 90014

213 624-8224 jtstech@sbcglobal.net
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SILVER SOLDER FROM SCRAP
Sometimes you need a lot of silver solder to complete a piece the way you want it to be. For me it
was when I was trying to join several castings. But silver solder is expensive, so I found a way to
make my own from scrap with a little help from a penny.
First step is finding out what's in a solder. A search through the reference books (Tim McCreight or
Erhard Brepohl) or a Google search will turn up recipes like:
* Hard AG 80% CU 13% ZN 7%
* Medium - AG 70% CU 20% ZN 5%
* Easy AG 63% CU 30% ZN 7%
The silver (AG) and the copper (CU) are easy to come by, but finding some zinc (ZN) has always
been my problem until I found out that our pennies are almost all zinc. According to Wikipedia a US
penny minted after 1982 weighs 2.5 grams and is 97.5% ZN and 2.5% CU. So all I had to do is add a
penny to some copper and a pile of silver scrap.
I chose to use Sterling scrap so I adjusted for the amount of copper in it as well as the amount of copper from the penny. Here's what I used for components of Medium solder:
* Sterling - 36.90 grams
* Copper - 9.35
* Penny - 2.50
Melt the silver and copper first in a melting dish, mix well with a carbon rod or titanium solder pick,
add the zinc (penny) last, mix again, and pour into a small mold. The zinc is added last because melting it causes some to vaporize, and the fumes are a safety problem (They're a gray-green color). Be
sure to have good ventilation.
To check the solder's melting temperature is correct (medium), I put a sample of the homemade solder on a piece of copper sheet along with a known sample of hard, medium and easy solders. I then
heated the plate from the bottom and watched as the easy first melted, the medium melted, the homemade melted, and finally the hard.
Additional notes on converting the ingot to sheet, strip or wire form - If you have access to a rolling
mill, that will be the fastest way to proceed. Either roll out the ingot into a sheet and cut strips or roll
it out as wire if your mill has the grooves. If you don't have a mill, all you have to do is forge out the
ingot into a rough sheet of the gauge you'd like and then cut thin strips with bench shears. Be sure to
anneal the sheet every so often as you forge it.

Pick Up a Few New Jewelry Skills With Brad's "How To Do It"
http://amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith www.BradSmithJewelry.com
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Official publication of
The Wisconsin Geological Society Inc.
The Trilobite is published monthly, except for
the months of July and August. It is mailed
without further charge to the members of the
Wisconsin Geological Society Inc.
Subscription fee to non-members is $10.00 per
year.
All items printed in the Trilobite may be quoted,
unless expressed permissions from contributing
authors, newspapers, or magazines prohibits
recopying. We ask that recognition be given, and
we will also recognize others.
Publisher:
Lloyd Brown
2446 North 69th Street
Milwaukee, WI 53213

The Purpose of the Wisconsin Geological
Society, Inc is to:
Create an interest in the study of Geology
Provide a means for personal development in
Geology.
Disseminate knowledge concerning all phases
of Geology.

The Wisconsin Geological Society,
Inc is a member of the Midwest
Federation of Mineralogical and
Geological Studies, which is a part of
the American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies.
www.amfed.org/mwf
WGS WEBSITE ADDRESS:

www.wisgeologicalsociety.com
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General Membership meetings are held
each month (except July and August) on
the second Monday of the month at
7:00p.m. in the Parish Hall (lower level) of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic
Church, 1212 South 117th Street; West
Allis, Wisconsin.
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WGS Members, Please Note:
Your Membership Dues are renewed
in November.
$15.00 Single Membership
$20.00 Family Membership
Please remember to send your check to
Club Treasurer Christopher Nohl

All news, articles, and pictures to be included in
the Trilobite should be forwarded to the editor by
the 15th of the month. They can be mailed or
e-mailed to:
Paul and Verna Schmidt
8213 Red Arrow Ct.
Wauwatosa WI 53213
pvs@wi.rr.com

(See page 11)
The check should be made out to WGS

The Wisconsin Geological Society, Inc
is now in it’s 82nd year

